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PRESIDENTIAL COUNTS IN THE
OLD TIME.

The mode of ascertaining the result
of a Presidential election will, for a
long while yet, be the subject of eager
discussion throughout the United
Stites. Jvenafter the present eon-
' troversy shall have been settled, and
the President shall have beeninaugar-
ated, we thiok it is the growing con-
vietion of thinking men of all parties
that important alterstions will need to
he made in the Constitution, providing
a definite method of procedure for the
futare, instead of leaving the method
of the Presidential count, as hereto-
fore, to be determined by extempore
Congressional legislation at a time
when party spirit always runs highest,
and men are lesst eapable of a dispas-
siopate judgment in reference to what
has ulways, from the first, been found
an exceedingly diffienlt and complica-
ted matter for legislation.

Under the circumstances we have
coneluded that our readers will be in-
teresited in a study of the proceediogs
i former elections and we propose ip
order to meet this feeliog to give some
account of all the different Presiden-
tial Elections;, showing the way
in jwhich this business of ascer-
taining the vote was conducted in
each. That these statements may not
consist of mere details we prepase to
illustrate the subject with someaccount
of the surrounding circumstances
which gave its speeific character to
each election.,

The present paper will be devoted to

who bad been alected, they would
represent.a very feeble scattered and’

| dislocated Union. Look at themon |

the map. First three New England
Btates only, for Maive and Vermont
did not yet exist and Rhode Island re-
fused to join. Then a great gap in the
place of New York, which as yet had
taken no steps towards joining the or-
ganization, though the Co was
meeting in its own chief city—then the
Middle States, New Jersey, Pennsylva- |
nia, Delawars, Maryland and Virginia,
then another great gap; for North
Carolins eut off the two Southern
States of South Carolina and Georgia
from the Middle States : and the whole
ten containiog a smaller population
than now inhabits the State of New
York alone.

But it must have Fbeen a question
with them whether the rest, or at
least & quorum of them, would armve
atall. 8o fiercely had the question
been controverted of accepting the
new Constitution in many of the States,
g0 slow was commaunication belween
States so seattered, with no railroads
or even steamships to facilitate it that
all sorts of conjectures and forebod-
| ings must have weighed on the minds

,till next Baturday.

At last, on the nineteenth, a Benator
from New Jersey arrived, and on the
218t and 28th one from Delaware and

mesting and the number was still one
short of a quorom, and it had to re-
main so over a week longer.

after five weeks of waiting Richard
Henry Liee havingtravelled in State all
the way from his home in Westmore-

bering old family carriage and six, ar-
rives in New York and completes the |
qaorum.

the first Presidential election as held
under the Constitution, issuing in the
noanimous election of General Wash-
ington as President.
iy In order to understand the proeceed-
| ings it should be wunderstood that the
Constitutional wode of electing was in
one respect different from what it isat
present. Now we have one man nom-
inated as President and another as
Viee-President, and the electoral ticket
distinguishes which is chosen for ench

Gifice; but then every esndidate was a |

candidate for both
number of votes

offices, and the
alone determined
which was elected Presidentand which
Vice-President. This is best
trated by an imaginary csse.

rale had
would have arisen
ers of Messrs. Tilden
a= to which should be Presidential
aud which Vice-Presidential eandi-
datea. Kvery voter would have had a
blank ticket and il those two

If that

and Hendricks

their names down on his
without desigoating uuy office. Other
Democrats might have put down Til-
den and Haneock, others Hendricks
and Ewing, &e., &e., and, supposing

thie Democratio party to win, the man

who had most votes would be Presi- |

dont, and he who had would be

L £

next
ee.

T'his will be more elear when wo give
1

the

namber of votes for all the actual
candidates in the election of 1755-84

A few words firstabont the polities] |

cironmstances of the day. There was
then, as there is now, a great di-

not
ling party line dividing every State

Vi
jieto men who wanted to get this party
¢ that into oflice,

rest question very cagerly canvassed,

it it was between mwen who wanted

heir State represented in the new
("ongress under the

on the one hand,
onther hand who did not

aud those

wani repre-

who did not ap-

i
oy

entatives there at al
rove of either Constitution or Con-
to stand

those

e<s and wanted their State

lool from both: between n

hort who wanted the United Statesas |

L present constituted to go into opera-
and those who were opposed toa
such And though
he States whi favor of 1t
by this it had
been -»Tl‘l}' ‘I_‘»‘ work and a

nz and pat
that they had been

ion,

on terms

n
h were in
-

majority,
]i;lrl.!

BT time 1n
very
ient canvass of the subject
brought to that
]'""'.Il[.

North Carolina and Rhode
had not vet adopted the Constitution,
the Federa! Union
forsome time afterwards. And New
which haod been the leader of
he Crpposition States, but  which had

snbmission

1id did not enter

Yy ork,

won led into a reluctant
Ly Alexander Hamilton, was not repre-
d the Eleectoral (College, nor
d her Senators take their

mors than

~t* 11 14 in
spats in
two months

(Yongress tili
fror the electoral count took place,
The question anxiously discussed
ys not who should be President, but
there should a United
States government at all

respeets the prospect for it was by no

vhether be
and in many
means encouraging. Everybody agreed
that if the new government should be
stnblished at all Washington was to
v tha President.
The States which

Wwao

ik part in the

matter were ten enumerate them

with the

hgave

pumber of cleetoral votes

Pennsylvania and

"L‘i*.‘\.l:':'l'll_-!‘?f\_
Virginin, 10 each; mpectiout and
South Carolina, 7 each; New Jersey
nd Maryland, 6 each; New Hampshire

T weh Delaware s

he eaudidates were George Wash-
aeton, John Adams, Samuel Huntiong-
Johkn Hancock, Robert

John Rut-

o) an i

11

n, John Jay
Chinton,

James Armstrong,

Iarrison, Gzeorge
Yadee, John Milten,
WBdward Telfair, Benjumin Lincoln.
Now remember that no one of these

antlemen came forward as candidate
vor either President or Viece-President,
hut each held himself ready to take

! either office or neither according to the

smber of votes he got.,

The 4th of March was the day fixed
for both the meeting of the first Con-
coss and counting the votes for the
President and the place New
I

A.

B vl
Y«

The namber of Senators who met on
that. the appointed day, were only seven
4 unmber: the whole number of Sen-
course

] |

qtors elected was twenty; ol
CVen Wasaguoram.

Yo guornm being found, they ad-
" ':|.m1. to thsalt -1-‘1)’ week and no addi-
rional members arrived. A eircular
then issned to all the members

w <
l who had not arrived, but they
. liourned again to the 12th and 1Sth
~vithout sn additional arrival.
If we place ourselves in the sitna-
n of the seven waiting those long
fays of .\larch in New ‘l'Ol'k. we shall
. that it must have beena time of
. If all shonld arrice

heavy anxiety.

illus- |

- .
been in force no dispute |
between the favor- |

men |
vere his preference he would pu? both i
ticket, but |

There was indeed |

new CConstitution |
on the |

{ table with the iaembers of the Sennle, and

[sland

The Legislature can organize at any

| rate, the House of Representatives |
| having received its quorum by April
| 10th. Their quota on March the 4th had
been only four from Massachusetts,
three from Conneoticut, four from
Pennsylvania, and one each from Vir-
ginia and Scuth Carolina—thirteen in
} all.

An apnomaly
from the noun-existence of a Senate 1
which every one was anxious to cor- |
reet. The Constitution (as it does |
now) provided that the electoral votes |
| should, immediately after the colleges
bad met and cast them, be forwarded |
to the Viee-President, or, if there be
| no Viee-President, to the President of |
the Senute. Bat. at that time, there |
was no such office. No Senate yet
existed, und consequently no President
of the Senate could be elected. The
| certifieates were therefore sent to some
officer (Secretary of the State we be-
lieve) holding office under the old con-
federation, who took eharge of them
till there was a President of the Sen-
ata to whom be could travsfer them.

The quorum being completed then, |
the Sgnate lost no time in electing a |
President; John Laogdon, of New
Hampsehire, being the It was
then

had already arisen

man.

Ordersd, That Mr. Ellsworth Inform the

| Hounse of Heprosentatives that a g uorum ol

theSenate s formed ; that a President s
vlected for thesole purpose of opening the
certifoates, and counting the votes of the
electors of Lhe several Siates in the cholee
of n Prestident and Vieo-Presdent of the
United Staves: and that the Senate is now
rendy, In the Senate Chamber, to prooeed,
in the presence of Lhe House, to discharge
that duty ; amd that the Senate have ap-
pointed one of thelr members Lt it at the
Clerk'sinble to make o list of the volesns
they shall be declared; sunbmitting It to the
wisdom of the House to appainl one or
mare of thelr members for the liKe pur-
pose.

Immediately upon the receipt of this
message, the following resolution was
moved and earried the House of |
Representatives:

m

Resolved, Thar Mr. Speaker, attended by
the Hoose, do now withdraw Lo the Seante
Chamber, for the purpose expressed In the
messuge rom the Seoate: and that Mr.
Parker and Mr. Helster be appointe!, on
the part of thisx Honse, to sit at the Clerk™s

n lise ofthe voles as the same shall

declnrel.

On their
House, the
opened and
electors for Presidentand Vice-Presi-
dent of the Uniteda States which were
as follows:

[PV SE
b

the Senate-
of the Seuate
the votes of the

arrival in

President

con nted

| up for the purpose of cheating the
| of the State, and the people of the

| the record which lay before him evidence
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This schedule is worth studying as
illustrating the difference be-
tween the politienl situation then and
No party line is visible or counld
be of the word, no
ety caisted 1 the Union. The
only question which divided men was,
Should there Union? Should |
the new Constitution into opera- |
tion? Aund thiz question could not
divide the Electoral Colleze because
those who were for the negative were
not there; they took no part in the
proceedings, and, as we have seen three
of the States which that foeling
prevailed were not represented. Ac
eordingly, to the experienced politician
of the present duy, thisschedule looks
more like the last ballot of a nomi-
nating convention than a Presidential
vote. Every elector having two votes
at his disposal gave ove vote to Wash-
ington and the other to some eandidate
he might prefer for various
The favorite son
principle held good in many instances.
Thus Massachusetts voted solid for
her citizen John Adams, Delaware for |
Jay, Maryland for Harrison, and
South Carolina nearly solid for Ruat-
} And theze were the (ID!_V States |
that voted solid st all except New |
Hampshire, who followed the lead of
her sister New England State and I
voted solid for Adams. All the other
States divided their wvotes, and it is
worth observing that Georgia voted
for none of the eandidates who ob-
tained votes elsewhere, but scattered
her five votes among four candidates
who were otherwise not in the field.
This is easily accounnted for. Georgia
was the most distant State from the!
political centers of the nation, and
she was one of the reluctant acceders
to the new Constitution : her leading
men were for both reasons less likely
to take conns=el with thos= of othe |

great
now,
as in our

nee
'.‘.!J‘? '. i

n
go

in

whom
considerations,

,
pigo

|

of the seven Senatorsas to their new '
Union ever going into operation, |

another from Jersey. Itwas now over | of the Supreme Court of the State
three weeks since the appointed day of |

Oo the 6th of April, joyful tidings, | sgainst the intervention of Congress

land county, Virginia, in his slow lum- |

| denlable form by proceedings, the corredct-

| of justies, and there, in the presence of a

| the persons elnimaed to east thelr votes for

States or unite ‘with them on any of |
~ This paper is already too long for us
to discuss the bearing of this first
election upon the disputed questions
now at issue, relating to the clectoral
coant, but we propose to do so in our
next izgsue, and urge suy of our read-
ers who may be interested in the ques-
tion to cut out and keep this article

et o L P S
WASHINGTON NEWS.
The Electoral Commission,

The proceediogs of this body will
doubtlessly oecoupy & large thick
volume in the Coogressional reports,
and we have not more than halfa
column to give them,itis obvious there-
fore that we can give only the merest
skeleton of what took place.

Oar last notice closed with the refer-
ence of the ecase of Florids to the
Electoral Commission,

Feb. 2.—Mr. Field opened thear-
gument for the objection—the gist of
his speech is best understood from dne
sentence in it. “The usual form of
stating the question, Can you go be-
hind the certificate, i# an erroneous
form; it should be reversed so as to
read, Can the certificate go behind the
truth and conccal 4t Arguing the
question on this basis his conclusion
is, “Fraud vitiates all transactions.”

Mr. Tucker argued on the decison

and the “guo warrants” issued by it as
restraining the Board from the judiei-
ary functions assumed by it.

Mr. Kasson for the defense, argued

in the action of State anthorities, and

olsl question, bothithe Republioinos'

| well as the Democratic members con-|

sider that if the certificate is pro-
nounced final it gives the Florida vote
to Hayes, but if investigation behind
it is allowed, that will decide the elec-
tion for Tilden. Investigation iz what
the Republicans have been fighting
agaipst from the beginning till now.

It was supposed that by the evening
of Feb. 6ith, the judges would give
their judgement on the question ar-
gued,

.- -

THE TRIBUNAL’S FITST YOTE.

The Electoral Tribunal made its
its first decision on Wednesday Feb.
Tth. The question before it was upon
the pature and amount of evidence it
would receive in the Florida case. Iis
first decision was on the motion of
Judge Milier “that no evidence will be
received or considered by the Commis-
sion which was not submitted to the
joint convention of the two houses by
the President of the Senate with the
different certificates.” As, unfortu-
nately, the members of the Commis-
sion who were members of Congress
gave a strict party vote, we shall only
spocify the votes of the judges. The
shove motion was ecarvied as fol-
lows: Justices Bradley, Miller and
Strong volivg yea - Abbotand Clifford
nay.

The next motion was made by
Mpr. Justice Abbot “thatin the case of
Florida, this Commission will receive
evidence relating to the eligibility of
Mr. Fred. C. Humphrey's, one of the
persons named in certificate No. 1, as
an elector.”” On this motion the vote
was : Yeas, Abbot, Bradley, Clifford :

Mr. McCrary discussed the gquo war-
ranio.,

Feb. 3.—The question of the recep- |

tion of evidence had been sprung af-
ter Mr. McCrary's speech of the day
before on which question,

Mr. O'Conor urged that it shounld
be admitted subject to the question of
its relevaney.

Mr. Evarts opposed the introdue-
tion of evidence on the ground that if
admitted at all it would be necessary
to go to the fundamedtal facts, for
which there was no time.

Mr. Black argued that the evidence
was already before the Commission,
through the reports of the Congres-
sional committees,

It was then arranged that the ad-
mission of evidence should regularly
be argued by counsel.

Mr. Merrick argued for the admis-
sion of evidence and contended that,
when the Constitution ordered the
votes to be counted, it imposed the
responsibility on Congress of ascertain-
ing what were votes,

Mr. Black followed on the Demo-
eratic side, and Mr. Stanley Matthews
and E. W. Stoughton on the Repub-
lican side.

Mr. Black's speech on this head
wus very strong, we give the abstract
of it forwarded by special telegraphie
dispatch to the Louisville Courier-
Journal :

He insisted that evidence, being once Lo,
or offervd, or filed in the ease, was to be
trested as a court of equily treatssvidence,
The Commission was not reguired togive
it any particulsr amount of faoree or of
welght in 1ts final judgement, but the Com-
nission was to look at the case and &ll the
evidence before it. There had bheen muach
talk bere about going behind the action of
the BSinte. He believed firmly in thesover-
eign power of a Stale Lo appoint any per-
son Eleotor, provided It was done in the
munnear presecibed by her Legislature, and
he belleved that i1 the appointmeant wWas

| made in that manner, uo man had the right

to ¢o beliind it and say It was Dot an ap-

polntmentfitto be made. Anybody, wheth-

|'er an officer of the State or an ofMoesr of

the Genecal Government,who nndertook to
sol uslde such an appolptment as that,
wonld be guilty of usarpation of anthority,
and his act would be utterly void., Thera-
fore, i Lhie Governor of Florida, in the case
when the appointment of the Electors was
made by the people, undertook to certify

| they were not elected and to put somebod ¥

else in their place, that act was utterly void,

| false and frandulent. They were not going

ehind the act of the State in this case.
They wereonly golng behind the fravda-
lent act of an officer of the Sinte, whosaact
bad no wvalidit whatever in ii. When
they were told that if the President of the
Sennte Inid hefore the two houses u false
paper, o paper that was absoluately counter-
feit, that was the end of it and thil no ex-
traneons evidence could be produced far
the purpose of showling that the paper was
njforgery. the doctrine went too far.

thnt proposition were carrled oul to its log-

| Nays—Edmuunds, Frelinhoysen.

| The only difference in the two votes
was that Justice Bradley voted with
the Republicans on the first motion
and with the Democrats on the second.

The members of Congress on the
Commission, we have said, gave a solid
party vote, on the first motion, Re-
publicans yea, Demoocrats nay. On
the second, Democrats yea, Republi-
cans nay.

The following are the documents,
and the only ones, which the Commis-
sion will consider.

First—The certificate of the Hayes
electors.

Second—That of the
tors.

Third—The record of the Circuit
Court of Florida oo the guo warranto,
and the subsequent action of the State
Legislature.

All evidences of corrupt proceed-
ings in the Board, and in the election
itself and its returns are ruled out,

Of eourse all thi: is very discourag-
ing to the Democrats, who, however,
by no means give up the case. It still
lezves the legality of the compesition
of the Board aquestion for debate and
that has yet to be passed upon. But
it not only cuts out all evidenco as to
the fulsification of returns, but, as the
Louisinna case will undonbtedly be
decided upou the same principle, it
covers over all the raseality of Wells
and his crew, and affirms in short that
the Constitution and laws of the
United States supply no remedy for
the foulest fraud ever perpetrated in
the political history of the nation.

To us the most unfavorable symptom
is that, at least so far as the Con-
gressional members of the board are
concerned the vote wasa strictly party
one. We had hoped that Messrs.

Tilden clee-

wonld rise above party considerations.

It was anticipated that the whole case

of Florida would be pronounced upon

on Friday night. This will betoo late

for us to pablish in this week’s paper.
- -l .

WELLS' PROPOSED AUCTION.

the purpose of selliog the electoral
vote of Louisiana to the highest bid-
der converges to a point. Maddox

ieal eonelusions, then it would follow the
two honses of CoOngress must simply re- |

to lay before them, (brough the President
of theSenate and that naither the President
of the Sennte nor either of the houses, nor
both of them logether, conld do anything
In the matier bal take just what was given
witbont inquiring inlo the genuineness of
it. The work of the counterfeliar was nx
well entitled to be regarnded as Lruth as the
mere spawn of & eriminal consplracy gol |
{:1'!’)]1!(‘ |
nion, |
overturning and overthrowing the great |
principle underlylng the Institutions of the
The man who undertook tosay
to the eleciion of these |

countiry.,
that he certifled
men, while there glared upon him from |

that the fact was the other way, wasa
sonnterfeiter, and the paper Issued by him
wns fragdnlent. If the paper was frnondu-
lent, was it not as vold in law and as cor-
rupt in morals as If it was a simple conhi-
erielt made by zomebody elsé than by the
mun who professed to sign ? Mr. Hlack
cited what he ealled the evidence of the
(raud, the varions proceadings tooverturn
the Hayes and W heeler electors, and ad-
ded that the 8tate was Jdetermined not to
be ehented of her vote, and had sald that
she would ascertain the truth in some un-

ness of which could never be impeached.
KBhe therefore had taken those usarpers by
the throat, had dragged them Intothe court

competent tribunnal, she had impleaded
them charged Lhem with the offence,
bronght other parties who were claimed Lo
he her agents, and set them face o0 fnee.
The proofs had been given on both shkdes,
and [here had been a solemn adjucation by
that conrt of competent jurisdiction that

Hayesand Wheeler had wo right or wo-
thority or power whatever todo that thing.
That decision was finnl.

Mr. Black was followed by Mr.
Stoughton. He argued against the
igHo n'rn'."tu;.‘u; at !C‘:l."'tt S an impet‘li-
ment to accepting the action of the
Hayes electors, which tock place be-
fore its issuance, and therefore ata
time when they were de faeto officers of
the State.

Messrs. Evartsand Charles O'Conor

handed to Mr. Field on Saturday, the

| celve what anybody choose to fabricateand | two letters withheld the day before,

one from Wells to Maddox, the other
from Wells to Senstor West, which
we now point; they speak for them-
selves :

Npew OrRLEANS, Nov. 20, I§76.—To Mr, J.
H. Maddox, New Orleans—Dearsir: Under-
standing the politiesl eondition of matters
trom ns=ociation with both politieil parties
and being n Iriend ol the President and
government officers, would It not be eon-
sidered n part of your——to go at onceé 1o
Washington with aslittie delny ns possitile
aud place before the President the eondi-
tlon and pending dangers of the sitnation?
Should you conelude upon prompt action
in the prémises, allow me to commend yon
to Senator West, who is my friend and with
whom vou will freely communients,

Yours, very truly
J. MaDpIsoN WeLLS.

NEW ORLEAXNS, Nov. 21, 1876.—My Dear
SBenator: 1 regret mueh nol seeing voa
when here, I wanted to say much to you,
which wounld be at least imprudent 1o put
upon paper, Itrust, however, to meet you
in Washington as soon as the canvass ls
over, which Is npon us, Onr duties as re-
turulng officers have augmented to the
magnitude of the destiny of the Lwo great
parties, may I notsay of the nation. I fully
comprehend the situation, as well as my
duty to the greatest llving General, U, S,
Grant, and not with my consent shall this
oppressed people be governed by his pa-
roled prisoners, alded by thelr white-liver.
ed cowarde of the North., Let me, iy os-
teemed sir, warn yvou of the danger. il
wns have been sent here, and will be ased
in the interest of Tilden, and unless there is
gome counter movement, it will be lm possi-
ble for me or any other individoal to arrest
its productlve results, ‘The gentleman pre-
senting Lhis letter is fully aware of the

movesand, If yon allow, will communicate |

freely Lo onr friends, and ael promptly or
the resull=s will be disastrous. A Jift Lo the
wise. Strictly privoate and confidentinl.
Yonrs, very Lruly,
J. Manprsoxy WELLS,
To Hon. J. R. West, Wnshington.

The gist of these letters is plain
when we remember that, instead of
the Demoeratic party making offers to
Wells, he was at the time making ad-

were to close the argument on Mon-
11:1_\‘ the Hth,

Feb. 5 —The culmiontion of the |
argument before the electoral com-
mission was considered to arrive on |
this day when Mr. Evarts and Mr. |
O'Conor were toargue the question, |
whether the Governor's certificate is
final or whether the validity of the
election of it« returns and of the can-
vass they underwent can be tested at
all stages of the transaction admitting
all evidence which can bear upon it. |
The former of these two positions was |
maintained by Mr. Evarts, the latter
by Mr. O'Conor.

We would much wish togive a brief
abstract of both these speeches, but it
is for two reasons impossible. The
arguments of the gentlemen areso close
that they do pot admit of abridgement
without destroying the continuity of
the argument, and moreover the tele-
graphic reports of them on which
alone we have to depend for a study
of them are evidently very imperfect,

| and in many places unintelligible—by

the time our next issue ix called for we
hope to be in possession of an au-
thentic copy of both speeches and
then, as the debate is of high histori-
cal significance we promise to place our
resders in possession of so much of
them ne will convey a clear concep-
tion of the argnment.

Meantime it is remarkable that both
parties geem to consider this the ery

! Alden, rear admiral United States na-

vances to the party, which enventually
declined any transactions with him.
These letters now produced show him
engaged in the test process of ascer-
tainiong which party would bid highest.

The present position of the Repub-
lican partyis a bitter one—they are

compelled to sustain Wells, or the |
Louisiana vote falls to the ground, and |

vet they konow that he wasall along
willing to sell them out if he eould get |

| his price.

Cazaxave( Cateh a knave is supposed
to be the original way of spelling it), |
one of the negro members of the Lou- |
isiana Returning Board, “rose from a |
waitership in a fourth-rate New Or- |
leans lunch and whiskey shop to the
dignity of a tool of the Louisiana Re- |
publican thieves.” So says the Cou- |
rier-Journal. :

Rose quotha ?
a5 Satan falling from heaven to hell.
Why, Catch or Caz, or whatever his
name is, was very likely a decent nig- ||
ger while he waited at the bar—much |
too good to associate with such cads !
as Wells and Anderson—rose quotha!! |

You mean fell—fell |

Death of RBear Admiral Alden.
Sanxy Francisco, Feb., 6.—James

vy, died here this morning, after a few |
dava' illness, with congestion of the
brain. He has been here 8 few weeks
on a visit.

Edmunde, Hoar and Frelinghuysen |

| conntry have 153243 wmembers.

Every paper in the land which re-
spects political houesty ought to pub-
lish the eloquent peroration of Mr.
Fields opeaing speech before the Elee-
toral Commission. It will serveasa
strong justificationjof the Commission

should they do signal justice on the
guility, an indigoant protest shonld

they fail to do so:
iel_ltle-
rief &

“Such, Mr. President and
men of the Commission, is as
statement as [ can. make of the facts
and the law as we understand them
to-day. The E:tuus of the guestion
in respect to dignity of the Presi-
dentinl office and the enormous inter-
ests depend'_ng upon it are as nothing
compared with the moral elements in-
volved. True itis that the person tv
whom you give your decision will
be for four years the chief magistrate of
forty-five millions of people; will be
cammander-in-chief of your army aod
pavy; the organ hetween you uod all
foreign States; the bestower of all
offices; the fountain of honor and

wer, and the exeeator of our law.

ut that is as nothi.nﬁ compared with
the great question, whether or not the
American people stand powerless be-
fore a gigantic frand. ere is a cer-
Iiﬁosteg olding it aloft in his haod].
One feels almost reluctant to touch it.
Hold it up to the light. It is black
with erime. Pass it around; let every
man see it, and then tell me whether
or not that certificate gives a title to
an officer contrary to truth, as we cun
prove it. One of the
the palmiest duys of Eoglish litera-
ture, writing of the Baviour, said :

—and ancient frauds shall fail,
Returning justiceglift aloft her scale.

Ancient frand? Was there ever
like this? In all previcus ages fraud
has sueceeded only because it hasbeen
backed by the sword, and protesting
people have been powerless to resist
the force of armed battalions., Never
before now in the history of the world
has a fraud succeeded against the con-
conseience and the will of a self-gov-
erning people. Lf it succeeds now, let
us cover our faces Wwith shame. Let
us take down the statue on the dome
of the ecapitol, which every morning
faces the coming light. Let us clothe
ourselves in sackeloth aud sit in ashes
forever.”

——

reference to that little anction he was
getting up, with a Presidential eleo-
tion for sale to the highest bidder.—
He floundered terribly in trying to ex-
plain away the evidence of Pickett and
Maddox and his own letter to Senator
West, and in the course of his exami-
nation said that a Mr. Keoner (Dem-
ocrat) had offered him 200,000 to cast
| the vote for Tilden. Mr. Kenner was
| immeniately telegraphed with the fol-
lowing resalt as stated in a special dis-

er-Journal :

New Orreans, Feb. 5.—The fol-
lowing telegraphic correspondence
took place to-day:

Wasaixaron, Feb. b, 1877.—Dun-
can F. Kenner, New Orleans : Wells
testified to-day that you offered him
$200.000 to conot the vote for Tilden.

E. A. BUrkE.

ANEWER.

New Onrgans, Feb. 5, 1877.—F. A.
Burke, Washington, D. C : Had Wells
stated the truth he should have stated
that he (Wells) asked for $200,000 to
count the vote of Louisiana as actuall
cast in the ballot-boxes. I replied
did not have the money. If deemed
necessary I can come to Washington.
F. KENNER.

met Wells in _the street aud said to
bim : *Why, Wells, how eould you do
such a thing as that?"

To which Wellda replieds **'Why, you
all wounld not do anythieg for me.”

“You must have been paid hand-
somely,” said Mr. Kenner.

“You bet,’” answered Wells.

Mr. Keoner is oneof the best known
and most respected citizens of New
Orleans.

The more he flounders the deeper
| he gets in the mud, and the mud is of
| the most fetid quality ; something like
[ the mud of that canal which runs

1

The evidence eonvieting Wells of | through the middle of New Orleans. | known as the Texas & Pacific Railroad

|IHI’ORTANT DECISION ON RAIL-
| WAY TAXES.

|
Judge Deadrick of the Supreme

Court of Tenncssee, has given an im-
portant decision promnouncing the
eleventh section of the railroad tax
bill of 1875 unconstitutional.

This section provides as follows :

“That any railroad company, which ‘

will aceept as u special amendment to
ita charter, for a
from the 1st of January, 1875, and that
| will pay annuelly to the treasurer of the
State 12 per cent. on the gross receipts
from all sourees of such company,
shall be exempt from
| ing provisions of this act, and the pay-
| ment of 1! per cent. upon ull gross
| earnings shall be in full of all taxa-
tion.”

| In spite of this provision and in

| apite of the fact that the Louisville &

| Nashville Railroad had been paying 14 |

| per cent. on its profits in lieu of taxa-
| tion sinee the passage of the bill, Sum-

ner county determined to test the con-
| stitutionality of the act by taXing the
portion of the road within her limits,
and has brought suit for taxes sioce
the passage of the act.

The Sumuoer county Circunit Counrt
gave verdiet ngainst the plaintiff in
{ that suit, whereupon appeal was tuken
to the Supreme Court of tH% State.
Judge Deadrick then reversed the de-
cision in the District Court on the
ground that the eleventh clause was
unconstitutiondl, alleging that the
Legislature cannot tax property except
according to its value.

His judgment is as follows:

“The 11th section proposes to release
the companies for 1} per cent. of their
gross earnings, from the operations of
the equal and unniform taxation pro-
vided in the preceding sections, and
substitutes unequal taxation, or exemp-
tion from all taxation, for the annual
{ payment of a sum to be asecertained—
indefinite, uncertain ia amount, and
dependent upon the amonat of their
business.”

But if this judgment is right then
the railroad should manifestly be re-

paid its 11 per eect. in lien of taxa- |

tion, and as it appears that the State
cannot be sued by it, legislation should
be framed to meet this plain demand
of justice.

— - - -

The Methodist Almanse for 1877,
reports the statistics of the Episcopal
Methodists of the United States to be
19,433 traveling preachers, 25656 local
sreachers, and 3043709 members.

he aggregate istbus made up : Meth-
odist Episcopal Charch. 1,613,560;

| Methodist Episcopal Church., South,

722,316; Colored Methodist Episcopal
Chorch, 80.000; Afriean Methodist
Episcopal Charch, 200.861; African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church,
200 000; Evangelical Association, 96,-
252; United Brethren, 131850, The
von-Episcopal Methodists of ':tis

0.
cording to this authority, the total of |
Methodist ecommunieants throughout |

| the world is 4,172,679,

The population of Jacksonville,
Fla., has increased from 3,000 to 12,
6 within a few years,

eatest poets of

WEeLLS was examined on fhe 4th in |

patch from New Orleans to the Couri- |

Just after the Returning Board pro- |
mulgation of the vote, Mr. Kenner |

period of ten years

the forego- |

|N
|0
| the Republie. y
| the Centennial shame of the American

| such men.
I lﬁaihﬁng!y and heartily, the pame of

e e =

Epirors CurontoLe: While cor-

respondents in other portions of the
territory through which your sheet
circulates have kept your readers post-
ed “with things wise and otherwise,”
I have seen moihing of late from the
“State of Cheatham.” Soafier a long|
resting epell 1 will again bring my pen
into requisition and szend you a few
items. Of course we have nothing
new in the political world. As t the
weather, speculations about that have
become stale and thread-bare; never-
thetess I will say that we have pased
through the coldest snup within the
recolleotion of the oldest inhabitants
—the thermometer one merning mark-
ing 17° below zero. “Nick"” became
very much excited over this feat of
the weather olevk, fearing lest none
of the thermometers on hand would
be long enough to indicate the lowest
degree to waich we would be subject-
ed, and seriously contemplated the ex-
periment of uniting two together, so
as to have a margin safficiently large
to show all the changes.

Times are dull hereabouts ; the only
business showing avy sigas of vitality
istransactions in real estate. We note
for the last ten days the following real
estate transfers: V. A. Stuoart, the
city hotel to Mrs. J. N, Allen, James
Lenox, Sr., five acres land adjoining
the city to W. W, Sanders; the same,
five acres to Dr. H. B. Caroy; same,
seven acres to J. T. Edwards; T. N.
Hooper and wife to Geo. F. Murff,
house and lot on square; Carney &
Bro. City Kxchange to Joo. N. Allen.
Now, you must not conclude thatJohn
is going to open a saloon in the Ex-
change, for it has long since ceased to
be thus used, and he has already in-
stalled - Monk Lee (not Quarles), an
American of African persuasion,-as
professor of the tonsorial artin the

| aforesaid establishment. So when
] Franklin again visits our town he need
| not make such a mistake as he did up-

besa found In” Nioaragen,
what is said of it be troe, it

w«:ﬁm It has been named
- lacca Blectrica.” Itis said to
possess very pronounced electro.
netic properties. The hand is sensi-
bly besum

touchi the
L upon touching

tie influence is
r’l"ll:ta at & distance of seven or cight feet,
turba:

needle is sensibly per-

, becoming more and wmore so

until it reaches the center of the

;h:;i;a wl;ara the dilturlnuqs is trans-
o into a very

movement. The inu_mlri:plof tgo m

E:msnc:lu umnt i h:r_i:l; t:ordimn of the

v, and at night it is ha pereepti-

. It attains its mximnym tbm'::ls

p. m. Instormy weather the energy

of the action sugmented. No insects
or birds have been scen on lltl'e lahrnb.

A pisparcn from Rome says : “The
Pope is continually growing weaker.
He is confined to his private apart-
ments in the Vatican.” The ol

‘Papa” has wonderful vitality. He
lives in a very unhealthy, unsalubri-
ous oity, and yet he has resched nearl
84 years ofage. He has outlived al
his Cardinals and clerieal contempora-
ries. He is the last of the set.

. Tugre are 1,030 couvicts in the pen-
itentiary of Tenncssee. elve were
brought from Shelby county last week
in one day.

—

Commissioner’s Sale of Valua-
ble House and Lot. |

Wm. Dorris va. O. L. Shropshire et al.
Pursuant lo a decree of the County Court
of Montgom sounty, made at the Feb-
ruary term o ok willon

Saturday, March 3, 1877,

sell to the highest bidder, at the “ourt
Houxe In Clarksville, a certaln hoose and
lot situated on Commerce streel, in Clarks-
villa, bounded ou the South by Commeree
street, on the West by Lhe property o1 C. W,
Radlfonl, on the Norih b, vaim. and
g e LI SR Bt g L
n & pro ng tolhe eatnte
of Mary L. Shropshire, deceased. Bold for
division among tho helis,
Tepus—One-third cash, balance in 8§ and
12 monihs, notes bearing interest fram date
requived, and & llen retained for the puor-
chinse money.,
i PETER ONEA L.Ul & Com'r.
Feb, 10, I§T74wprindvabills$y 50,

$10 Reward.

' on a former oceasion, when he got into |

a saloon instead ot a barber shop.

J.N.Allen and lady bhave taken
| charge of the City Hotel, on the cor-
ner of the square and Cumberland
strect, where they propose to entertain
the traveling public as well and upon
as easy terms as apybody else. Our
town is noted for good fare and cheap
rates, and I feel safe in assuring the
public that it will not suffer any inju-
ry at their hands in either regard, and
that it will be their pleasure to make
their guests feel as much at home as
one can when absent from that hal-
lowed institution,

Pour oil npon the troubled waters,
and, if possible, prevent anythiog like
personal altercations between your in-
teresting correspondents. As long as
they fight at pen points no harm will

bring abuut trouble.

[ see you have another correspon-
dent over my nont de plume, but as I
have not copyrighted it we can both
use it, if it suits him. Aswe hail from
different counties it will cause no con-
fusion, so I still subseribe myself yours,

Jan, 27, 1877. ANON,

TENNESSEE LEGISLATURE.

—_—

Sheep vs. Dogs.

We are glad to see that, while the
repeal of the dog law is a certainty,
Mr, Overton has per contra introduced
a “'bill to protect sheep against dogs.”
But we fear there are more dogs than
sheepin the lobby.

Mr. Lowe offers the following reso-
lution in reference to the Texas &
Pacifie R. R. bill:

W bereas, There is now pending be-

| fore the National Congress a bill for
| the purpose of grantiog sid to what is

J
i

| Company; and, .
|  Whereas, We deem the completion
of this great enterprise of vital im-
portance to the development of the
muterial resources of our pation, and
| the settling up of the great West; and
Whereas, \lu"c believe that the local
[ interests of the Stato of Tepnessce
|dem:md that a branch of =aid road
shounld be run from Shreveport, La.,

to Memphis, Tean ; therefore, be it
Resolved by the General Assembly
of the State of Tennessee, That cur
Senators are instracted, and our ]lq-
sentatives are requested, to give their
{ support to the said measure, provided
a branch of said road be run from

will result ; but sword points might

Btolen from my house 5 milex from New
Providente on (he Lafayeite romd, a light
eclao bay mare mule, with black stripe
soross  the shoulders, 1434 hands high—n
small knot under the chin black stripes on
four legs, Iwillgivethe above reward for
the delivery of the mare to me at mi' ho:&n.

Jan, S.-twe FLEMING ANDE
.

About Dec, 15, 1570, a dark liver-colored
Polnter Dog;: hus a gray stresk up between
fore leg, and 1s about & yearold., For the
dellvery of the dog to me, or information
leading to his rmverg. a} will pay the

above reward. wWoo JN.
Feb, §, 1877—2w

L. GAUCHAT,

WATCHMAKER & JEWELER,

(8. B, Stowart's old stand)

Franklin St., Clarksville, Tenn.

ALL WORK WARRANTED.
Febl-3m

FLEMING COAL.

1 keep constantly on hand the eelebrated
Fileming Coal, alse asapply of Plttsburgh
Coal, which I will sellut the maricet prices.
Office at T. P. Barke’s agricnlturnl house,

CHAR, R. KELLOGG,

Fetil, 1577-3m

FOR SALE.

1 No. 1 Bafe, large enongh to hold a fall set
of hooks, with all the other convenlences
for money nod lg&:pﬂrm

1 lot of Wood n oL and Shoe Boxes,

1 Jot of Paste-Board Boot and Suoe Boxes,

1 lot Store Stools, 1 large Mirrer, 2 writing
desks, 1 Jounter, 1 large Show Window
Shade, and a few goods sonch ns Hats,
HBoots and Shoes, eto.,

Whieh I will eloge out te some merchant
cheap. Call on me at Harrison & Shelby's
offloe and 1 will show you these things at
any time and make terms and prices gatis-
fwetory, Respecifully,

feb3-tf ED. V. HARRISON,

Prime Enjoyment tor a Year,

Less than 4 Centsa Week,

MAKE HOME ATTRACTIVE BY INTRO-
DUCING THE

SATURDAY  EVENING  POST,

Which for Mere than 68 Years hos been
the best

Story, Sketch and Family Paper,

as Is well known all over the United Statos,
It is published weekly, contains slght large
poges, clearly printed on good paper, filled
with the choicest stories and sketches by
the best writers ; not sensational Lyash, bat
stich a8 o mother is willing to have her
children read, The whole tone of the paper
ire and elevatin

is pu .

]I: also eontains Hgtﬂricnl and Blograph-
feal artieles; Selentifie, Agricultural and
Honsehold Departments; Fashion Artlcle
weekly, fresh and unexcelled; Humorous
Notes; ' Literars Reviews; News Notes:
Boys’ ind Girls" Colnmns; and Strong and
Sparkling Editorials, ete.,ete.  Is just sueh
& paper ns everybody loves to read, and the

| Shreveport, La., to Memphis, ‘Teon.;
if’ not, their support be altogether
withheld from said bill. ]

Mr. Neal has brought up the report |
of the committee for nseertnining what |
offices ean berabolished and salaries
reduced—abolish unnessary officers |
say we, but let alone the salaries of|
those you retain—poor pay, poor ‘
prench.

-

A Good Book.

We have received a valuable book
from the National Publishing compa-
py, ot Philadelphin and St. Lonis,
which is a great consolation to those
who did not go to the (‘entennial Ex-
position, and a pleassnt remionder to
thosewho did. Its titleis “The [llus-
trated History of the Centennial Ex-
hibition, &ec., by J ames D. McCabe.”
The sccount of the big show is illus-
trated with over 300 woed eogravings.
Agents are wanted in every county.

They played the game so pieely in
1874 that they could not s=ee how the
marked cards could fail towin in 1876,
The pivot of the plot was the alleged
power of the president of the Senate
to count the vote. Had that pivot
held, the Returning Board Iicul» would
have been rushed through

with a

whoop and helloo, and there the mat-

ter would have cnded; but when the

j pivot broke off by reason of the com-

| promise bill the whole machinery

| went to wreck and ruin, and the inves-
tigating ecommittees are now picking up
the pieces.—S!. Louis Republican.

It is now evident that the character
| given Wells and the other members of
| the Returning Board by General Sher-
idan and the Republican investigating
Committee of 1875 was generous rath-
er than severe. "Their capacity for
erime was the same then as now, but
| the opportunity was less; and it re-

mained for the greater prize of the
National contest to induce an offer

{ thesale of the chief mapistracy of
This may well be styled

people.—Boston Fost.

=k - -

TuE man who rises equal to an em-
ergency, and through his courage and
talent becomes master of the situation,
is great in proportion to the gravity of
the emergency in which he is ealled to
act. To be able to distingnish a real
from a false crisis, and to possess the
courage to take the lead in the last,
and 50 eontrol events, are evidences of
greatpess. Histories, poems and mon-
uments commemorate the memory of
To this list we add, un-

price ls only

Two Dollars a Year.

Sample copy contalning club rates, ele.,
senl ompreceipl of a S-cent stamp, Address

NO. 1006—BENNETT & FITCH,

726 Sansom Si., Philadelphia, Pa.

N. B.—Be sure nnd afMx the numhber 1iNG
hefore BENN ETT & FITCH, so that we may
know through what paper theuuhﬂcriﬂt-lun
oInes, - & Janlid-tf

Insolyent Notice.

The insolveney\ofl the estate of H. H.
on, . Raving b2en suggeated Lo

the Clerk of the Connty Conrt of Cheatham
oounty, all persons having elalms against
said estate, are notd to appear and file
the same with Lthe Cojnty Coartl Clerk an-
thenticnlly as presor] }”'f‘-?-," within six

months from amml’& . 1877,
w, INSGN, Adm'r.
Jan, 13, IFT4m. ©

VICE

Flower and Vegetable Garden

is the most beautiful work of the kind In
the world, It contains nearly 50
hundreds of flue  lllustrations, and mx
Chromo Plutes of Flowers, bonuurnuﬁz
drnwlla and eelored l"ﬂ;?‘:mriol.ulre. Prlfu
oents in r COVars; n ejlegant eloth.
Printed mffemm and Englisl,

Viek™ Floral Gulde, Quarterly, 25 cis,

Er.
e— 30 Illastrations,
a AGTre

tok’s
FEsE
VICK, Rochester, N. Y,

a

only 2 cel
JAMES

VICIOS

Flower and Vegelable Seeds

nre planted by a million people In Amer-
ica. Hea
Viek's Catalogue—300 Illustratlons,
only 2 cenis,

Viek's Floral Guide, Quurterly, 25
canis & year.

VYiek's Flower and Vegeiable tiar
;llrt‘:.!' 60 conts; with elegant cloth covers,

All iny publieations are printed in Eng-
lish nmi, (l;armun. Address, .

JAMES VICK, Roohester, N. Y.

. PIMPLES.

I will mall (Free) the rmlgﬂ for preparing
a simple Vegetahle Balm that will remove
TAN, FRECKLES, PIMPLES und Blotches,
lenving the skin soft, clear and besutlifal ;
ulso instructions for producing o luxariant
growtih of halr on & bald head or sraooth
tace, Address BEN, VANDELF & v, Box
5121, No.5 Wooster sf., N. Y. Janid-Gm

CLARKESVILLE DISTRICT — TEN-
NESSEE CONFERENCE. !

Second Round of y Meetings.
Red River, at Mt. Zion, Feb. 10, 11. |
) rl?‘xﬂeld. P’eh.él e 38

ontgomery, nt Stam . 1, 18,
Saline, at Indian Mbﬂl:'l‘;. eb 17, 18,
Arhury, sl Mallory's, Feb, 24, 25,

Cednr Hill, nt Aduwms' Biation, Feb. 25

and March 1.

Cheathnm, at Ashland, March 3, 4.
Antioch, at Sulem, Mareh 7, 8,

Bloomng Grove, March 10, 11,

Barton's Creek, at Fagan's Chapel, Mareh

15, 16.

Palmyra, March 17, 18,
Dickson, Mareh 21, 2.
Providenece and Bethel, at Bethel), Muroh

§, 26,
Clarksville, Maroh 25,
District Conference at Charlotte, May 11,

{

o
-

oseoe Conkling.— The Capital.

12 and I3, Bishop Keener ix Lo preaide,

W. Bomg, ¥, K |

I | i
Are receiving in addition to their large stock of

Sugar, Coffee & Molasses,

A full assortment of

FIELD SEED,

CLOVER,

HERDS GRASS, TIMOTHY
And Orchard Grass.

Also a large stock of

Northern Seed Potatoes,

Which they offer at the

Lowest Market Price.

NEWSTOCK
Of h oice and Fresh

GROCERIES.

Sugarx?

(Cut Loaf, Powdered,
Crushed and Granulated.

Pure old Mashion
GOLDEN SYRUP

e aa -
Best English Breakfast,

Gun Powder, OQolong.
Coffee.

Old Government Java,

Laguyra, Rio.

NEW CROP RICE

Sundries.

Canned Tomatoes,
Peaches,

Pickles,

Cheese,

Colman’s Mustard,
Macearoni,

Corn,
Salmon,
Sauces,
Urackers,
Tapiocs,

Champagne Wine,
FINE OLD COGNAC BRANDY,

FINE OLD LINCOLN, ROBETSON & BOURBON
WEHEHISK Y,

PORT, SHERRY AND MADERIA WINES,

And all other articles acceptable to our trade, Whaolesale
and Retail, by

J.Jd. CIRTUSNILAINI.
October 14, 1876-3m

T

W. H. TURNLEY, W. . ELY, JAB. T. KEFNEDY,

Late of Smith & Kenuedy

Turnley, Ely & Kennedy,
CLARKSVILLE, TENN.,

Successors to TURNLEY, ELY & CO.

SOLICIT CONSICINMENTS
|

FOR SAMPLING AND SELLING

LEAF TOBACCO.

Jank-Gm




